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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

Nineteenth Century Club, 

The members of this Association, founded by Courtlandt 

Palmer in the City of New York, in the year 1883, and 

known as the Nineteenth Century Club, for the purpose 

of effecting a more complete organization in furtherance of 

its objects, adopt this 

constitution. 

Article I. Name. 

Sec. I The name of this association shall be the Nine¬ 

teenth Century Club. 

Article II. Objects and Aims. 

Sec. I. The motto of the Nineteenth Century Club 

is : Prove all things : holdfast that which is goodP It will 

not commit its individual members, nor as a society will it 
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stand committed to any special theories or measures in poli¬ 

tics, industry, science, art, philosophy or religion; but on its 

own platform of universal liberty of expression, it will, in the 

discretion of its management, invite prominent thinkers and 

workers in all fields of human research and activity, to pre¬ 

sent their views to its audiences. On this platform of mental 

freedom, any person of either sex, radical or conservative, 

orthodox or heterodox, whose ability and character will war¬ 

rant, may be invited to speak before this club, in the hope 

and belief that by interchange and comparison of conflicting 

opinions, a basis of agreement on important questions may 

sometime be evolved. 

Article III. Officers. 

Sec. I. The officers of the club shall be a President, 

twenty-four Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, 

whose duties shall be those usually appertaining to like officers 

in clubs and associations and such as shall be specially assigned 

by the laws and orders of the club. The President shall des¬ 

ignate the Vice-President who shall fill his place in case of 

disability. 

Sec. 2. These officers shall be elected annually at the 

stated meeting held in May as hereinafter provided, by ballot, 

unless otherwise ordered, and shall hold office till their sue- 



cessors are elected. In case of a vacancy in any office by 

death, resignation or otherwise, the Governing Committee 

hereinafter provided for, shall fill the same for the unexpired 

term; and, in case upon notice of a meeting to fill such va¬ 

cancy, no quorum of the Governing Committee shall assemble 

or said Committee shall for any cause fail to act, the Presi¬ 

dent may fill such vacancy by appointment for the unexpired 

term. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary and Treasurer shall report to the 

Governing Committee semi-annually before the stated meet¬ 

ings in May and November, and whenever the Governing 

Committee may request. 

Article IV. Governing Committee. 

Sec. I. The officers named in the preceding article and 

the retiring president, for one year next succeeding his retire¬ 

ment, shall constitute the Governing Committee of the club 

for the determination of such matters as shall be assigned to 

it, by this constitution and by special direction of the club 

from time to time. 

Sec. 2. The Governing Committee may make such By- 

Laws for the club as it may deem necessary, not inconsistent 

with this constitution, and alter, amend or repeal the same; 
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its action however, to be subject to correction, reversal o'r an¬ 

nulment at any business meeting of the club when a quorum 

shall be present. It shall report to the club at the stated 

meetings held in May and November and at any special meet¬ 

ing when notice has been given that such a report will be de¬ 

manded. With its report shall be included the reports of all 

officers and committees made to it. 

Sec. 3. In case any matter shall arise requiring action in 

behalf of the club, respecting which there is no provision in 

the laws and orders of the club, the Governing Committee 

shall provisionally determine the same, its determination to 

be subject to the action of the club as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. Three ladies and four gentlemen shall be necessary 

to form a quorum of the Governing Committee. 

Sec. 5. The Governing Committee shall apportion to 

their different uses in furtherance of the ends of the club all 

moneys which shall belong to the club, and expenditures ac¬ 

tually made upon such apportionment shall not be questioned 

thereafter; but the Governing Committee shall at the stated 

meeting in November submit in as much detail as possible its 

estimates and apportionments and receive any direction of 

the club respecting the same. 
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Article V. Other Standing Committees. 

Sec. I. There shall be elected at the stated meeting in 

May, the following Standing Committees: 

A Committee on Membership to consist of seven, three 

ladies and four gentlemen. 

A Lecture Committee to consist of five, two ladies and three 

gentlemen. 

A House Committee to consist of seven, three ladies and 

four gentlemen. 

A Reception Committee to consist of those ladies who are 

Vice-Presidents. 

An auditing committee to consist of three gentlemen. 

Sec. 2. The Committee on Membe;i*ship shall receive all 

applications for membership, investigate the same and elect 

to membership. A majority vote of the entire Committee 

shall be necessary for and shall secure an election. 

Sec. 3. The Lecture Committee shall determine the pro¬ 

gramme for the discussions at the General Receptions of the 

club and shall secure the speakers therefor. The programme 

for the meetings as arranged must be approved by a majority 

of the Committe, in making up which majority there must be 

at least one lady; but when it shall be impracticable from 

lack of time to consult the other members of the Committee, 



i8 

the President shall have authority to vary such programme to 

meet any exigency. The President shall always constitute 

one of the gentlemen who are members of this Committee and 

be the Chairman of the Committee. In case a minority of 

the Committee objects to any speaker or topic agreed upon 

by a majority, an appeal may be taken by such minority to 

the Governing Committee who shall thereupon be called to¬ 

gether and determine the question at issue by a majority 

vote, a quorum being present. The Lecture Committee shall 

report to the Governing Committee its general programme for 

the ensuing season before the stated November meeting. 

Sec. 4. The House Committee shall secure rooms for the 

meetings of the club, see that the same are properly prepared 

for that purpose, that proper attendance is secured, that re¬ 

freshments are provided, if ordered, and have general control 

of the place of meeting. It shall report to the Governing 

Committee before the May and November stated meetings and 

whenever special reports are called for, and shall also report 

to the President from time to time whenever any departure 

from the usual arrangements is contemplated. In case perma¬ 

nent rooms are secured for this club, this committee shall 

have power to make House Rules subject to the approval of 

the Governing Committee. 



Sec. 5. The Reception Committee under such rules as it 

may adopt shall receive the members and guests of the club 

at the meeting. A majority of the Committee at any of the 

Committee’s meetings shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 6. The Auditing Committee shall examine and audit 

the Treasurer’s accounts and report the result to the Govern¬ 

ing Committee immediately prior to each report of the Treas¬ 

urer to that Committee. 

Sec. 7. All Committees may make rules for their own 

government, not inconsistent with the laws and orders of the 

club. 

Article VI. Nominating Committee. 

Sec. I. At each November stated nieeting of the club, a 

committee of three gentlemen and two ladies shall be ap¬ 

pointed by the President (and their appointment announced 

and its ratification voted upon by the club), to present at the 

next May stated meeting a list of nominees for the offices and 

standing committees to be then filled. This list shall be de¬ 

livered to the Secretary, who shall send the same to each mem¬ 

ber with the notice of such meeting. The presentation of 

such a list, however, shall not preclude other nominations. 

No officer of the club shall be a member of such Nominating 

Committee. 
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Article VII. Membership. 

Sec. I The active membership of the club shall consist 

of two hundred; but the club may at any time, by vote, increase 

its membership, notice of the proposed increase being given 

with the notice of the meeting at which the proposal is to be 

considered. In the active membership the number of ladies 

shall not exceed the number of gentlemen, or the converse, by 

more than ten per cent, of the whole membership. 

Sec. 2. Candidates for membership must be proposed and 

seconded by two members, in their own handwriting, by let¬ 

ters addressed to the Secretary, and no candidate for mem¬ 

bership shall be voted upon by the Membership Committee 

whose name has not been sent to the members of the club at 

least one month before such vote. Whenever a vacancy shall 

exist, it shall be filled by the Committee from those candidates 

whose names have thus been submitted. In counting the 

month’s notice as aforesaid the months of June, July, August 

and September shall be excluded. Whenever an election is 

made, it shall be reported to the Secretary, who shall announce 

it by notice to each member of the club, after acceptance of 

the same. 

Sec. 3. The Governing Committee may at any time sus¬ 

pend a member for what it may deem good and sufficient 
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cause, such suspension not however to continue longer than 

till the next stated meeting, when the club shall determine 

finally what further proceedings shall be taken in the case. 

But no member shall be expelled without notice that a motion 

to that effect will be brought forward at a specified meeting. 

If the Governing Committee recommend his expulsion, it 

shall so notify him, and if an individual member intends to 

make such a motion, he shall inform the Secretary, who shall 

notify the member against whom it is directed not later than 

the sending of the notice for that meeting. A two-thirds vote 

of those present shall be necessary for expulsion. 

Sec. 4. Any member who has at the time of the May 

stated meeting, failed to pay his dues for the season past, shall, 

ipso facto, be and remain suspended from membership until 

such dues are paid. And in case the default continues till the 

next November stated meeting, such person in default shall 

cease to be a member of the club. 

Sec. 5. Resignations from membership shall take effect on 

notice thereof sent to the Secretary and payment of all exist¬ 

ing dues. 

Sec. 6. The Governing Committee may at any time elect 

as an Honorary Member, any person not residing in the City 

of New York, or within ten miles thereof. Such Honorary 
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Members shall be exempt from the payment of dues, and shall 

be entitled to attend all meetings of the club, but shall have 

no vote at any meeting, nor be eligible to any office. 

Article VIII. Meetings. 

Sec. I. There shall be two stated business meetings annu¬ 

ally. One on some day in November before the 15 th, to be 

designated by the President at least one week in advance; 

the other to be similarly designated and held in May after the 

15th. These meetings shall be for general business. 

Sec. 2. Special business meetings may be called at any 

time by the Governing Committee when, in its judgment, the 

interests of the club so require; and it shall be the duty of 

the President, to call a special meeting at any time when re¬ 

quested to do so by at least ten members. But at no special 

meeting shall any business be transacted save that specified in 

the notice calling the same. 

Sec. 3. At all business meetings thirty active members of 

the club shall constitute a quorum. In case of the failure of 

a quomm at any special meeting duly noticed, the Governing 

Committee may determine the matter, to consider which the 

meeting was called. And, at all meetings of the club and 

its committees, a majority vote shall determine all questions 

except as otherwise provided in this constitution. 
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Sec. *4. Receptions and meetings for addresses and dis¬ 

cussions shall be held at such times as the Governing Com¬ 

mittee, or, in the absence of direction from them, at such 

times as the President shall appoint. There shall be at least 

eight General Receptions each winter season for the discussion 

of topics of general interest. The Governing Committee shall 

regulate the invitation and admission of guests, subject, how¬ 

ever, to the instructions of the club. No business shall be 

transacted at such meetings. 

Article IX. Dues. 

Sec. I. The annual dues for each year shall be fixed at 

the November stated meeting, after recommendation by the 

Governing Committee in its report. They shall be payable 

the first of December in each year. 

Article X. Order of Business. 

Sec. I. The following shalljbe the order of business at 

the November stated meeting : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 

2. Reading of the report of the Governing Committee, 

including: 

1. Secretary’s Report. 

2. Treasurer’s Report. 
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3. Lecture Committee’s Report. 

4. House Committee’s Report. 

5. Auditing Committee’s Report. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Committee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Appointing and Approval of a Nominating Committee. 

7. Adjournment. 

Sec. 2. The following shall be the order of business at 

the May stated meeting : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 

2. Report of the Governing Committee including the Re¬ 

ports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Auditing Committee and 

House Committee. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Committee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Report of Nominating Committee, Election of Officers 

and Committees. 

7. Adjournment. 



25 

Article XL Amendments. 

Sec. I. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds 

vote of those present at any business meeting of the club, but 

notice of the proposed amendment must first have been sent 

to each member, with notice of the meeting at which it is to 

be acted upon. 

f 



The Nineteenth Century Club 

Lectures and Discussions. 

First Season.—1883. 

1. January qth, - - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER, 
“The Nineteenth Century Club—Its Scope and Object.” 

2. January 23D, - - Mrs. JULIA WARD HOWE. 

“ Reminiscences of Emerson and Longfellow.” 

Discussion by 
Rev. M. K. Scpiermerhorn, Dr. L. Baralt, 

Col. Frederick A. Conkling, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

3. February 7th, - - - Mr. HENRY GEORGE. 
“ Ireland and the Land Question.” 

Discussion by 
Mr. Chas. Moran, Mr. Bronson Murray, 

Mr. Louis F. Post, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 

4. February 2oth, - - Rev. Dr. J. H. RYLANCE. 
“Free Thought.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. P. Newman, Prof. Felix Adler, 

Mr. Dwight H. Olmstead, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn. 
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5. March 6th, - - Prof. WILLIAM G. SUMNER, 
“ Sociology.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. H. H. Boyesen, Prof. Isaac L. Rice, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. March 20th, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 
“ The Novel.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Brander Matthews, Mr. W. H. Bishop. 

Rev. Charles H. Eaton, Dr. L. Baralt. 

7. April 3d, - - - - Mr. JAMES PARTON. 
“The Coming Man’s Religion.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Mr. Sampson, Rev. Mr. Mallory, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

8. April 17, - - Dr. OLIVER'WENDELL HOLMES. 
“ Emerson.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Parke Godwin, Hon. John Bigelow, 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

Second Season.—1883-84. 

1883. 
I. December 5th, - - - Mr. GEO. W. CABLE. 

“ The Ideal Life of the Modern Fictionist.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. J. Herbert Morse, Dr. L. Baralt, 

Rev. John. W. Chadwick. 
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2. December i8th, - - Rev. Dr. J. P. NEWMAN. 

“ Buddhism.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn, Dr. W. A. Hammond. 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Col. F. A. Conkling. 

1884. 

3. January 8th, - - Hon. GEORGE C. BARRETT. 

“ The American Drama.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. H. Boyesen, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Mr. a. R. Cazauran, Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

4. January 22D, - - Dr. CHARLES WALDSTEIN. 

“ The Position of Temperament in Artistic Creativeness.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith, Mr. F. Korbay, 

Mr. Louis Von Eltz, Mr. W. J. Stillman. 

5. February 5th, . . . . Monsignor CAPEL. 

“ The Catholic Church.” 

Discussion by 

Rey. Dr. Pullman, Rabbi G. Gottheil, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. February 2oth - - - Mr. PARKE GODWIN. 
“ Tpie Object and Limits of Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 



7- March 4TH, - - - Dr. WM. A. HAMMOND. 
“ The Use and Abuse of the Brain.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Wm. M. Ivins, Dr. E. C. Spitzka, 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mrs. D. G. Croly. 

8. March 9TH, - - Dr. LEOPOLD DAMROSCH. 
“ Music in America.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. E. Krebiehl, Prof. I. L. Rice. 

9. April ist, - - - Mr. T. B. WAKEMAN. 
“ Goethe’s Faust.” 

Discussion by 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Prof. Werner. 

10. April 15, ... . . ^ Hon. NOAH DAVIS. 
“ Marriage and Divorce.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. D. G. Thompson, Mr. F. R. Coudert. 

11. April 29TH, - Mrs. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON. 
“ Influence of Christianity on Women.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Anna Oliver, Rev. Phebe H. Hannaford, 

Mrs. Courtlandt Palmer. 

12. May 13TH, ... Mr. JOHN SWINTON. 
“ Social Contrasts.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 
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Third Season.—1884-1885. 

1884. 

1. November iith, - Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Spirit of Republicanism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. R. Coudert, Mr. H. E. Deming, 

Mr. Courtlandt Palmer. 

2. December 2d, - - - Hon. T. W. HIGGINSON. 

“ Aristocracy of the Dollar.” 

Discussion by 

Mr, Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. John Swinton. 

3. December 22D, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 

' “ English and American Society.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Hon. Geo. C. Barrett, 

Mr. Felix Moscheles. 

1885. 

4. January 13TH, - - Hon. ABRAM WAKEMAN. 

“ The Solid South.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. a. S. Sullivan. 

5. February 3D, - Mr. GEORGE EDGAR MONTGOMERY. 
“ Poetry and Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Felix Adler, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 



6. February 24x11, - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
“ In a University the Student must Choose his Studies 

AND Govern Himself.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. James McCosh. 

7. March 17TH, - - Rev Dr. J. D. BEUGLESS. 
“ Cremation.” 

Disctission by 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 

8. April 7th, - Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 
“ Moral Evil ; Its Causes and Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Theo. C. Williams, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

Fourth Season.—1885-1886. 

1885. 

1. November 17TH, - - Mr. FRANCIS B. THURBER. 
“ Our Country.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. S. T. Shevitch, Mr. Frederic R. Coudert, 

Hon. Theodore Roosevelt. 

2. December 9TH, - - - Rev. H. R. HAWEIS. 
“ Wagner. ” 

Discussion by 

Col. J. H. Mapleson. 
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3. December 29TH, - - Prof. THOMAS DAVIDSON. 
“ The Missing Social Link. ” 

Discussion by 

Hon. E. P. Wheeler, Mr. Henry George, 

Dr. W. a. Hammond. 

1886. 

4. January 19TH, - - Rev. WILLIAM LLOYD. 

“ The Failure of Agnosticism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Felix Adler, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

5. February 3D, - - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
“ The Place Religion should have in a College.” 

Disctission by 

Rev. Dr. Jas. McCosh. 

6. March 30, - - - - Prof. JOHN FISKE. 

“ The Destiny of Man in Relation to the Idea of God.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

7. March 23D, . - - Gen. HORACE PORTER. 

“ Comparative Usefulness of Man and Woman.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Kate Field, Mrs. Dr. M. Putnam Jacobi, 

Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 
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8. April 13TH, - - Rev. CHARLES H. EATON. 
“ The Press.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Foord, Mr. S. H. Nichols, 

Mr. Franklin Ford. 

9. May 4TH, - - - Mr. F. HOPKINSON SMITH. 
“ Realism and Impressionism in Art.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. J. W. Alexander, ' Mr. Clarence Cook, 

Mr. W. a. Coffin. 

10. May 25TH, - - - Rev. Dr. NOAH PORTER. 
“ Evolution.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. H. Newell Martin, Prof. Edward S. Morse. 

Fifth Season.—1886-1887. 

i886. 

1. November 4TH, - - Hon. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Municipal Government.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Carter H. Harrison, Hon. Andrew D. White. 

2. December i8th, - Mr. JUSTIN MCCARTHY, M. P. 
“ The English Parliament.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Simon Sterne, Prof. Woodrow Wilson. 
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1887. 

3- January 4TH, - - Prof. H. H. BOYESEN. 

“ George Eliot.” 

Disctission by 

Mr. Julian Hawthorne, Mrs. Charles Adams Coombs. 

4. January 25TH, - - Dr. V/ILLIAM A. HAMMOND. 
“ Brain Forcing in the Education of Children.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Mary E. Tate, President Thomas Hunter. 

5. February 15TH, - - Hon. EDWARD ATKINSON. 

“ Progress from Poverty.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Edmund J. James. 

6. March 8th, - - - Rabbi G. GOTTHEIL. 
“Woman’s Rights and Woman’s Wrongs.” 

Discussion by 

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Hon. Elihu Root. 

7. March 29TH, - - - MOHINI M. CHATTERJT. 

“ Indian Theosophy : Its Relations to Western Civilization.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick W. Hinrichs, Mr. William Q. Judge. 

8. April 20th, - Hon. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 
“ The Position of Literature in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. George Parsons Lathrop, Mr. Brander Matthews, 



35 

9- May ioth, - - - Hon. GEORGE HOADLY. 
“ The Bible in Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn, Rev. Dr. W. S. Rainsford. 

Sixth Season.—1887-1888. 

1887. 

1. November i8th, - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER. 
“ The Future of the Nineteenth Century Club.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi. Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

Mr. J. B. Townsend. 

2. December 8th, - - Mr. ANDREW CARNEGIE. 
Triumphant Democracy.” 

/ 

Discussion by 

Mr. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Lawrence Gronlund. 

3. December 2oth, - Mr. GEORGE HAVEN PUTNAM. 
“ The Idea of Property in Literature.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Charlton T. Lewis, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

1888. 

4. January 19TH, - - Mr. BRANDER MATTHEWS. 
“ The Dramatic Outlook in AMERiCi^.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. E. a. Dithmar, Prof. H. H. Boyesen, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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5- February 7th, Mr. ERNEST RHYS 

“ The Nev/ Poetry.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Ehgar Fawcett, Rev. William Lloyd. 

Miss M. P. Brace. 

6- February 23D, • Rev. THEODORE C. WILLIAMS. 
“ Sectarianism.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Rev. R. J. Burtsell, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 

7. March 27TH, - - - Miss LYDIA BELL. 
“ The Mind Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Louise Fiske Brysen, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, 

Mr. W. a. Purrington. 

8. April ioth, - - Mr. THOMAS G. SHEARMAN 
“ Free Trade and Protection.” 

Discussion by 

Mrs. Ashton Dilke, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

9. April 24TH, - - - Mr. HORACE E. DEMING. 
“ The Non-Representative Character of our Legislatures.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George H. Forster, Hon. David Dudley Field. 

10. May 8th, - - Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
“The Limits of Toleration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick R. Coudert, Hon. Stewart L. Woodford. 
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Seventh Season.—1888-1889. 

1888. 

1. November 2ist, 

“ The Nineteenth Century Club : Its Founder and its Future.” 

Addresses by the President, and by 

Mrs. John Sherwood, Mr. Moncure D. Conway, 

La Marquise Lanza, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman, Rev. Dr. Charles FI. Eaton. 

Memorial verses by Mr. Edgar Fawcett. 

2. December I2TH, - - Dr. DANIEL G. BRINTON. 
“ The Aims and Traits of a World Language.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Charles E. Sprague, Prof. Alexander Melville Bell. 

1889. ' 

3. January 9TH, Hon. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Our Ruler ; The Politician.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George Hoadly, Hon. Alfred R. Conkling. 

4. January 30TH, Miss ANNA C. BRACKETT. 
“Our Common Schools, and Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edward H. Boyer, Mr. George Cary Eggleston. 

5. February 20th, Prof. RICHMOND M. SMITH. 
“ The Necessity of Restricting Immigration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Van Buren Denslow, Hon. Charles N. Taintor. 



Mr. B. F. underwood. 6. 

7- 

8. 

March 27TH, 

“ The Relation of Ethics and Religion.” 
4 

Disatssion by 

Rev. a. J. Canfield, D.D, Rev. Richard D. Harlan. 

April 5th, M. CONSTANT COQUELIN. 

“ MoLii:RE et Shakspere.” 

Discussion by ■ 

Gen. Horace Porter, Mr. Frederic R. Coudert. 

May 8th, Mr. MONCURE D. CONWAY. 

“ Presidency in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Simon Sterne, Prof. Johnson T. Platt. 

Eighth Season.—1889-1890. 

1889. 

1. November 22d, Rev. HENRY VAN DYKE, D.D., 

“ The Pulpit and Politics.” 

Disctission by 

Mr. R. R. Bowker, Rev. Amory H. Bradford, D.D., 
Hon. John A. Taylor. 

2. December 13TH, Mr. BRONSON HOWARD. 

“ The Construction of a Play.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Dion Boucicault, Mr. Brander Matthews. 
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1890. 

3- January ioth, ‘ Prof. H. H. BOYESEN. 
“ Russian Novelists and Nihilists.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Hamilton W. Mabie, Prof. Francis H. Stoddard. 

4- 

5- 

6. 

January 31ST, Prof. GOLD WIN SMITH. 
“ Canada, Great Britain and the United States.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George L. Rives, Hon. Erastus Wiman. 

February 2IST, Mr. THOMAS NELSON PAGE. 
“ The South as a Field for Authorship, and the New 

Southern Literature.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Richard Watson Gilder, Mrs. Maud Howe Elliot. 

March iSth, Dr. AMELIA B. EDWARDS. 

“ Romantic Fiction of the Ancient Egyptians.” 

Discussed by 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton. Prof. T. F. Crane. 

7. April 8th, Hon. SETH LOW. 

“ Charity and its Application.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi, Mr. Henry Powers, 

Mr, Robert W. Deforest. 

8. April 25TH. Hon. OSCAR S. STRAUS. 
“ The Eastern Question.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Chauncey S. Truax, Mr. J. Augustus Johnson. 
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Ninth Season.—1890-1891. 

1890. 

1. November 2oth, Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 

“ American Manners and Morals.” 

Discussion by 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

2. December I 8th, Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Americanism in Politics.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. St. Clair McKelway, Mr. Season Thompson. 

1891. 

3. January 15TH, Col. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 

“Americanism in Literature; or the New World 

AND THE New Book.” 

Disctcssion by 

Dr. Edward Eggleston, Mr. H. C. Bunner. 

4. February 17TH, Mr. SIMON STERNE. 

“ Modern Finance; its Evolution and its Vagaries.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Brisben Walker, Mr. Starr H. Nicholes. 
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Mrs. Edward M. Dodd . . 
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F. 

Mrs. Dudley Field 
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Mr. Parke Godwin .... 
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Rabbi G. Gottheil .... 
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Mrs. J. B. Greene. 
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. .19 East 37th Street. 
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. 681 Madison Avenue. 
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. 66 Madison Avenue. 

H. 

Mrs. H. j. Hayden. 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins. 

Mr. William W. Heaton. 
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Mr. Abram S. Hewitt. 
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Mr. George Hoadly. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

Nineteenth Century Club. 

The members of this Association, founded by Courtlandt 

Palmer in the City of New York, in the year 1883, and 

known as the Nineteenth Century Club, for the purpose 

of effecting a more complete organization in furtherance of 

its objects, adopt this 

constitution. 

Article I. Name. 

Sec. I. The name of this association shall be the Nine¬ 

teenth Century Club. 

Article II. Objects and Aims. 

Sec. I. The motto of the Nineteenth Century Club 

is : Prove all things: hold fast that which is goodP It will 

not commit its individual members, nor as a society will it 
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stand committed to any special theories or measures in poli¬ 

tics, industry, science, art, pliilosophy or religion; but on its 

own platform of universal liberty of expression, it will, in the 

discretion of its management, invite prominent thinkers and 

workers in all fields of human research and activity, to pre¬ 

sent their views to its audiences. On this platform of mental 

freedom, any person of either sex, radical or conservative, 

orthodox or heterodox, whose ability and character will war¬ 

rant, may be invited to speak before this club, in the hope 

and belief that by interchange and comparison of conflicting 

opinions, a basis of agreement on important questions may 

sometime be evolved. 

Article III. Officers. 

Sec. I. The officers of the club shall be a President, 

twenty-four Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, 

whose duties shall be those usually appertaining to like officers 

in clubs and associations and such as shall be specially assigned 

by the laws and orders of the club. The President shall des¬ 

ignate the Vice-President who shall fill his place in case of 

disability. 

Sec. 2. These officers shall be elected annually at the 

stated meeting held in May as hereinafter provided, by ballot, 

unless otherwise ordered, and shall hold office till their sue- 



17 

cessors are elected. In case of a vacancy in any office by 

death, resignation or otherwise, the Governing Committee 

hereinafter provided for, shall fill the same for the unexpired 

term; and, in case upon notice of a meeting to fill such va¬ 

cancy, no quorum of the Governing Committee shall assemble 

or said Committee shall for any cause fail to act, the Presi¬ 

dent may fill such vacancy by appointment for the unexpired 

term. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary and Treasurer shall report to the 

Governing Committee semi-annually before the stated meet¬ 

ings in May and November, and whenever the Governing 

Committee may request. „ 

Article IV. Governing Committee. 

Sec. I. The officers named in the preceding article and 

the retiring president, for one year next succeeding his retire¬ 

ment, shall constitute the Governing Committee of the club 

for the determination of such matters as shall be assigned to 

it, by this constitution and by special direction of the club 

from time to time. 

Sec. 2. The Governing Committee may make such By- 

Laws for the club as it may deem necessary, not inconsistent 

with this constitution, and alter, amend or repeal the same; 
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its action however, to be subject to correction, reversal or an¬ 

nulment at any business meeting of the club when a quorum 

shall be present. It shall report to the club at the stated 

meetings held in May and November and at any special meet¬ 

ing when notice has been given that such a report will be de¬ 

manded. With its report shall be included the reports of all 

officers and committees made to it. 

Sec. 3. In case any matter shall arise requiring action in 

behalf of the club, respecting which there is no provision in 

the laws and orders of the club, the Governing Committee 

shall provisionally determine the same, its determination to 

be subject to the action of the club as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. Three ladies and four gentlemen shall be necessary 

to form a quorum of the Governing Committee. 

Sec. 5. The Governing Committee shall apportion to 

their different uses in futherance of the ends of the club all 

moneys which shall belong to the club, and expenditures ac¬ 

tually made upon such apportionment shall not be questioned 

thereafter; but the Governing Committee shall at the stated 

meeting in November submit in as much detail as possible its 

estimates and apportionments and receive any direction of 

the club respecting the same. 



Article V. Other Standing Committees. 

Sec. I. There shall be elected at the stated meeting in 

May, the following Standing Committees : 

A Committee on Membership to consist of seven, three 

ladies and four gentlemen. 

A Lecture Committee to consist of five, two ladies and three 

gentlemen. 

A House Committee to consist of seven, three ladies and 

four gentlemen. 

A Reception Committee to consist of those ladies who are 

Vice-Presidents. 

An Auditing Committee to consist of three gentlemen. 

Sec. 2. The Committee on Membership shall receive all 

applications for membership, investigate the same and elect 

to membership. A majority vote of the entire Committee 

shall be necessary for and shall secure an election. 

Sec. 3. The Lecture Committee shall determine the pro¬ 

gramme for the discussions at the general receptions of the 

club and shall secure the speakers therefor. The programme 

for the meetings as arranged must be approved by a majority 

of the Committee, in making up which majority there must be 

at least one lady; but when it shall be impracticable from 

lack of time to consult the other members of the Committee, 
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the President shall have authority to vary such programme to 

meet any exigency. The President shall always constitute 

one of the gentlemen who are members of this Committee and 

be the Chairman of the Committee. In case a minority of 

the Committee objects to any speaker or topic agreed upon 

by a majority, an appeal may be taken by such minority to 

the Governing Committee who shall thereupon be called to¬ 

gether and determine the question at issue by a majority 

vote, a quorum being present. The Lecture Committee shall 

report to the Governing Committee its general programme for 

the ensuing season before the stated November meeting. 

Sec. 4. The House Committee shall secure rooms for the 

meetings of the club, see that the same are properly prepared 

for that purpose, that proper attendance is secured, that re¬ 

freshments are provided, if ordered, and have general control 

of the place of meeting. It shall report to the Governing 

Committee before the May and November stated meetings and 

whenever special reports are called for, and shall also report 

to the President from time to time whenever any departure 

from the usual arrangements is contemplated. In case perma¬ 

nent rooms are secured for this club, this committee shall 

have power to make House Rules subject to the approval of 

the Governing Committee. 
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Sec. 5. The Reception Committee under such rules as it 

may adopt shall receive the members and guests of the club 

at the meeting. A majority of the Committee at any of the 

Committee’s meetings shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 6. The Auditing Committee shall examine and audit 

the Treasurer’s accounts and report the result to the Govern¬ 

ing Committee immediately prior to each report of the Treas¬ 

urer to that Committee. 

Sec. 7. All Committees may make rules for their own 

government, not inconsistent with the laws and orders of the 

club. 

Article VI. Nominating Committee. 

Sec. I. At each November stated meeting of the club, a 

committee of three gentlemen and two ladies shall be ap¬ 

pointed by the President (and their appointment announced 

and its ratification voted upon by the club), to present at the 

next May stated meeting a list of nominees for the offices and 

standing committees to be then filled. This list shall be de¬ 

livered to the Secretary, who shall send the same to each 

member with the notice of such meeting. The presentation 

of such a list, however, shall not preclude other nominations. 

No officer of the club shall be a member of such Nominating 

Committee. 
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Article VII. Membership. 

Sec. I. The active membership of■ the club shall consist 

of two hundred; but the club may at any time, by vote, in¬ 

crease its membership, notice of the proposed increase being 

given with the notice of the meeting at which the proposal is 

to be considered. In the active membership the number of 

ladies shall not exceed the number of gentlemen, or the con¬ 

verse, by more than ten per cent, of the whole membership. 

Sec. 2. Candidates for membership must be proposed and 

seconded by two members, in their own handwriting, by let¬ 

ters addressed to the Secretary, and no candidate for mem¬ 

bership shall be voted upon by the Membership Committee 

whose name has not been sent to the members of the club at 

least one month before such vote. Whenever a vacancy shall 

exist, it shall be filled by the Committee from those candidates 

whose names have thus been submitted. In counting the 

month’s notice as aforesaid the months of June, July, 

August and September shall be excluded. Whenever an 

election is made, it shall be reported to the Secretary, who 

shall announce it by notice to each member of the club, after 

acceptance of the same. 

Sec. 3. The Governing Committee may at any time sus¬ 

pend a member for what it may deem good and sufficient 
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cause, such suspension not however to continue longer than 

till the next stated meeting, when the club shall determine 

finally what further proceedings shall be taken in the case. 

But no member shall be expelled without notice that a motion 

to that effect will be brought forward at a specified meeting. 

If the Governing Committee recommend his expulsion, it 

shall so notify him, and if an individual member intends to 

make such a motion, he shall inform the Secretary, who shall 

notify the member against whom it is directed, not later than 

the sending of the notice for that meeting. A two-thirds vote 

of those present shall be necessary for expulsion. 

Sec. 4. Any member who has at fhe time of the May 

stated meeting, failed to pay his dues for the season past, shall, 

ipso facto, be and remain suspended from membership until 

such dues are paid. And in case the default continues till the 

next November stated meeting, such person in default shall 

cease to be a member of the club. 

Sec. 5. Resignations from membership shall take effect on 

notice thereof sent to the Secretary and payment of all exist¬ 

ing dues. 

Sec. 6. The Governing Committee may at any time elect 

as an Honorary Member, any person not residing in the City 

of New York, or within ten miles thereof. Such Honorary 
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Members shall be exempt from the payment of dues, and shall 

be entitled to attend all meetings of the club, but shall have 

no vote at any meeting, nor be eligible to any office. 

Article VIII. Meetings. 

Sec. I. There shall be two stated business meetings annu¬ 

ally. One on some day in November before the 15th, to be 

designated by the President at least one week in advance; 

the other to be similarly designated and held in May after the 

15th. These meetings shall be for general business. 

Sec. 2. Special business meetings may be called at any 

time by the Governing Committee when, in its judgment, the 

interests of the club so require; and it shall be the duty of 

the President, to call a special meeting at any time when 

requested to do so by at least ten members. But at no special 

meeting shall any business be transacted save that specified in 

the notice calling the same. 

Sec. 3. At all business meetings thirty active members of 

the club shall constitute a quorum. In case of the failure of 

a quorum at any special meeting duly noticed, the Governing 

Committee may determine the matter, to consider which the 

meeting was called. And, at all meetings of the club and 

its committees, a majority vote shall determine all questions 

except as otherwise provided in this constitution. 



Sec. 4. Receptions and meetings for addresses and dis¬ 

cussions shall be held at such times as the Governing Com¬ 

mittee, or, in the absence of direction from them, at such 

times as the President shall appoint. There shall be at least 

eight General Receptions each winter season for the discussion 

of topics of general interest. The Governing Committee shall 

regulate the invitation and admission of guests, subject, how¬ 

ever, to the instructions of the club. No business shall be 

transacted at such meetings. 

Article IX. Dues. 

Sec. I. The annual dues for each year shall be fixed at 

the November stated meeting, after recommendation by the 

Governing Committee in its report. They shall be payable 

the first of December in each year. 

Article X. Order of Business. 

Sec. I. The following shall be the order of business at 

the November stated meeting : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 

2. Reading of the report of the Governing Committee, 

including; 

1. Secretary’s Report. 

2. Treasurer’s Report. 
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3- Lecture Committee’s Report. 

4. House Committee’s Report. 

5. Auditing Committee’s Report. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Committee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Appointing and Approval of a Nominating Committee. 

7. Adjournment. 

Sec. 2. The following shall be the order of business at 

the May stated meeting : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 

2. Report of the Governing Committee including the 

Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Auditing Committee and 

House Committee. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Committee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Report of Nominating Committee, Election of Officers 

and Committees. 

7. Adjournment. 
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Article XI. Amendments. 

Sec. I. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds 

vote of those present at any business meeting of the club, but 

notice of the proposed amendment must first have been sent 

to each member, with notice of the meeting at which it is to 

be acted upon. 

f 



The Nineteenth Century Club, 

Lxctures and Discussions. 

First Season.—1883. 

1. January qth, - - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER, 

“ The Nineteenth Century Club—Its Scope and Object.” 

2. January 23D, - - Mrs. JULIA WARD HOWE. 

“ Reminiscences of Emerson and Longfellow.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn, Dr. L. Baralt, 

Col. Frederick A. Conkling, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

3. February 7th, ... Mr. HENRY GEORGE. 

“ Ireland and the Land Question.” 

Discussion by 
Mr. Chas. Moran, Mr. Bronson Murray, 

Mr. Louis F. Post, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 

4. February 20th, - - Rev. Dr. J. H. RYLANCE. 

“Free Thought.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. P. Newman, Prof. Felix Adler, 

Mr. Dwight H. Olmstead, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn. 



5* March 6th, Prof. WILLIAM G. SUMNER. 

“ Sociology.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. H. H. Boyesen, ^ Prof. Isaac L. Rice, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. March 20th, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 

“ The Novel.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Brander Matthews, Mr. W. H. Bishop. 

Rev. Dr. Charles H. Eaton, Dr. L. Baralt. 

7. April 30, - - - - Mr. JAMES PARTON. 

“The Coming Man’s Religion.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Mr. Sampson, Rev. Mr. Mallory, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

8. April 17, - - Dr. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

“ Emerson.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Parke Godwin, Hon. John Bigelow, 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

Second Season.—1883-84. 

1883. 
I. December 5th, - - - Mr. GEO. W. CABLE. 

“ The Ideal Life of the Modern Fictionist.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. J, Herbert Morse, ' Dr. L, Baralt, 

Rev. John. W. Chadwick. 
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2. December i8th, - - Rev. Dr. J. P. NEWMAN. 

“Buddhism.” 

Disctission by 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn, Dr. W. A. Hammond. 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Col. F. A. Conkling. 

1884. 

3. January 8th, - - Hon. GEORGE C. BARRETT. 

“ The American Drama.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. H. Boyesen, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Mr. a. R. Cazauran, Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

4. January 22D, - - Dr. CHARLES WALDSTEIN. 

“ The Position of Temperament in Artistic Creativeness.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith, Mr. F. Korbay, 

Mr. Louis Von Eltz, Mr. W. J. Stillman. 

5. February 5th, . . . . Monsignor CAPEL. 

“ The Catholic Church.” 

Discussion by 

Rey. Dr. Pullman, Rabbi G. Gottheil, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. February 20th - - - Mr. PARKE GODWIN. 

“ The Object and Limits of Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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7- March 4TH, - - - Dr. WM. A. HAMMOND. 
“ The Use and Abuse of the Brain.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Wm. M. Ivins, Dr. E. C. Spitzka, 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mrs. D. G. Croly. 

8. March qth, - - Dr. LEOPOLD DAMROSCH. 
“ Music in America.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. E. Krebiehl, Prof. I. L. Rice. 

9. April ist, ... Mr. T. B. WAKEMAN. 
“ Goethe’s Faust.” 

Discussion by 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Prof. Werner. 
f 

10. April 15, - - - - Hon. NOAH DAVIS. 
“ Marriage and Divorce.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. D. G. Thompson, Mr. F. R. Coudert. 

11. April 29TH, - Mrs. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON. 
“ Influence of Christianity on Women.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Anna Oliver, Rev. Phebe H. Hannaford, 

Mrs. Courtlandt Palmer. 

12. May 13TH, ... Mr. JOHN SWINTON. 
“ Social Contrasts.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 
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Third Season.—1884-1885. 

1884. 

1. November iith, - Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Spirit of Republicanism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. R. Coudert, Mr. H. E. Deming, 

Mr. Courtlandt Palmer. 

2. December 2d, - - - Hon. T. W. HIGGINSON. 

“ Aristocracy of the Dollar.” 

Discussion by 

Mr, Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd. 

Mr. John Swinton. 

3. December 22d, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 

“ English and American Society.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Hon. Geo. C. Barrett, 

Mr. Felix Moscheles, 

1885. 

4. January 13TH, - - Hon. ABRAM WAKEMAN. 

“ The Solid South.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. a. S. Sullivan. 

5. February 30, - Mr. GEORGE EDGAR MONTGOMERY. 

“ Poetry and Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Felix Adler, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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6. February 24TH, - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
“ In a University the Student must Choose his Studies 

AND Govern Himself.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. James McCosh. 

7. March 17TH, - - ' Rev Dr. J. D. BEUGLESS, 
“ Cremation.” 
Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 

8. April 7th, - Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 
“Moral Evil; Its Causes and Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Theo. C. Williams, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 
/ 

Fourth Season.—1885-1886. 

1885. 

1. November 17TH, - - Mr. FRANCIS B. THURBER. 
“ Our Country.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. S. T. Shevitch, Mr. Frederic R. Coudert, 
Hon. Theodore Roosevelt. 

2. December 9TH, - - - Rev. H. R. HAWEIS. 
“ Wagner. ” 
Discussion by 

Col. J, H. Mapleson. 
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3. December 29TH, - - Prof. THOMAS DAVIDSON. 
“The Missing Social Link.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. E. P. Wheeler, Mr. Henry George, 

Dr. W. a. Hammond. 

1886. 

4. January 19TH, - - Rev. WILLIAM LLOYD. 

“ The Failure of Agnosticism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Felix Adler, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

5. February 3D, - - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
“ The Place Religion should have in a College.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Jas. McCosh. 

6. March 3D, . . . . Prof. JOHN FISKE. 

“ The Destiny of Man in Relation to the Idea of God.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

7. March 23D, . - - Gen. HORACE PORTER. 
“ Comparative Usefulness of Man and Woman.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Kate Field, Mrs. Dr. M. Putnam Jacobi, 

Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 



8. April 13TH, Rev. CHARLES H. EATON. 
“ The Press.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Foord, Mr. Starr H. Nichols, 

Mr. Franklin Ford. 

9. MAY4TH, - - - Mr. F. HOPKINSON SMITH. 
“ Realism and Impressionism in Art.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. J. W. Alexander, Mr. Clarence Cook, 

Mr. W. a. Coffin. 

10. May 25TH, - - - Rev. Dr. NOAH PORTER. 
“ Evolution.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. H. Newell Martin, Prof. ^Edward S. Morse. 

Fifth Season.—1886-1887. 

1886. 

1. November 4TH, - - Mr. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Municipal Government.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Carter H. Harrison, Hon. Andrew D. White. 

2. December i8th, - Mr. JUSTIN MCCARTHY, M. P. 

“ The English Parliament.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Woodrow Wilson. Mr. Simon Sterne, 
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3. January 4TH, - - Prof. H. H. BOYESEN. 
“ George Eliot.” 

Discussioit by 

Mr. Julian Hawthorne, Mrs. Charles Adams Coombs. 

4. January 25TH, - - Dr. WILLIAM A. HAMMOND. 
“ Brain Forcing in the Education of Children.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Mary E. Tate, President Thomas Hunter. 

5. February 15TH, - - Hon. EDWARD ATKINSON. 

“ Progress from Poverty.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Edmund J. James. 

6. March 8th, - - - Rabbi G. GOTTHEIL. 
“Woman’s Rights and Woman’s Wrongs.” 

Discussion by 

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Hon. Elihu Root. 

7. March 29TH, - - - MOHINI M. CHATTERJI. 
“ Indian Theosophy : Its Relations to Western Civilization.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick W. Hinrichs, Mr. William Q. Judge. 

8. April 20th, - Hon. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 
“ The Position of Literature in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. George Parsons Lathrop, Mr. Brander Matthews. 
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q. May ioth, - - - Hon. GEORGE HOADLY. 
I 

“ The Bible in Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn, Rev. Dr. W. S. Rainsford. 

Sixth Season.—1887-1888. 

1887. 

1. November i8th, - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER. 
“ The Future of the Nineteenth Century Club.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi. Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

Mr. J. B. Townsend. 

2. December 8th, - - Mr. ANDREW CARNEGIE. 
“Triumphant Democracy.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Lawrence Gronlund. 

3. December 2oth, • Mr. GEORGE HAVEN PUTNAM. 
“ The Idea of Property in Literature.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Charlton T. Lewis, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

1888. 

4. January iqth, - - Mr. BRANDER MATTHEWS. 
“ The Dramatic Outlook in Americ/ .” 

Disctission by 

Mr. E. a. Dithmar, Prof. H. H. Boyesen, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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. February 7th, - - - < Mr. ERNEST RHYS 

“ The New Poetry.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edgar Fawcett, Rev. William Lloyd. 

Miss M. P. Brace. 

6. February 23D, - Rev. THEODORE C. WILLIAMS. 
“ Sectarianism.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Rev. R. J. Burtsell, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 

7. March 27TH, - - - Miss LYDIA BELL. 
“ The Mind Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Louise Fiske Brysen, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, 

Mr. W. a. Purrington. 

8. April ioth, - - Mr. THOMAS G. SHEARMAN 
“ Free Trade and Protection.” 

Discussiofi by 

Mrs. Ashton Dilke, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

9. April 24TH, - - - Mr. HORACE E. DEMING. 
“ The Non-Representative Character of our Legislatures.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George H. Forster, Hon. David Dudley Field. 

10. May 8th, - - Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

“The Limits of Toleration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick R. Coudert, I Ion. Stewart L. Woodford. 
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Seventh Season.—1888-1889. 

1888. 

1. November 2ist, 

“ The Nineteenth Century Club : Its Founder and its Future.” 

Addresses by the President, and by 

Mrs. John Sherwood, Mr. Moncure D. Conway, 

La Marquise Lanza, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman, Rev. Dr. Charles H. Eaton. 

Memorial verses by Mr. Edgar Fawcett. 

2. December i2th, - - Dr. DANIEL G. BRINTON. 
“ The Aims and Traits of a World Language.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Charles E. Sprague, Prof. Alexander Melville Bell. 

1889. 

3. January 9TH, Mr. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Our Ruler ; The Politician.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George Hoadly, Hon. Alfred R. Conkling. 

4. January 30TH, Miss ANNA C. BRACKETT. 
“Our Common Schools, and Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edward H. Boyer, Mr. George Cary Eggleston. 

5. February 20th, Prof. RICHMOND M. SMITH. 
“ The Necessity of Restricting Immigration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Van Buren Denslow, Hon. Charles N. Taintor. 



Mr. B. F. underwood. 
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6. March 27TH, 

“ The Relation of Ethics and Religion.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. a, J. Canfield, D.D. Rev. Richard D. Harlan. 

7. April 5th, M. CONSTANT COQUELIN. 

“ Moliere et Shakspere.” 

Discussion by 

Gen. Horace Porter, Mr. Frederic R. Couderi . 

'8. May 8th, Mr. MONCURE D. CONWAY. 

“ Presidency in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Simon Sterne, Prof. Johnson T. Platt. 

Eighth Season.—1889-1890. 

1889. 

1. November 22d, Rev. HENRY VAN DYKE, D.D., 

“ The Pulpit and Politics.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. R. R. Bowker, Rev. Amory H. Bradford, D.D., 
Hon. John A. Taylor. 

2. December 13TH, Mr. BRONSON HOWARD. 

“ The Construction of a Play.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Dion Boucicault, Mr. Brander Matthews. 
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1890. 

3- January ioth, Prof. H. H. BOYESEN. 
“ Russian Novelists and Nihilists.” 

Discussion by 

Mr, Hamilton W. Mabie, Prof. Francis H. Stoddard. 

4. January 3ist, Prof. GOLDWIN SMITH. 
“ Canada, Great Britain and the United States.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George L. Rives, Hon. Erastus Wiman. 

5. February 2ist, Mr. THOMAS NELSON PAGE. 
“The South as a Field for Authorship, and the New 

Southern Literature.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Richard Watson Gilder, Mrs. Maud Howe Elliot. 

6. March i8th. Dr. AMELIA B. EDWARDS. 
“ Romantic Fiction of the Ancient Egyptians.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton. Prof. T. F. Crane. 

7. April 8th, Hon. SETH LOW. 
“ Charity and its Application.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi, Mr. Henry Powers, 

Mr. Robert W. Deforest, 

8. April 25TH. Hon. OSCAR S. STRAUS. 
“ The Eastern Question.” 

Discussion by 

Demetrius N. Botassi, Mr. J. Augustus Johnson. 
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Ninth Season.—1890-1891. 

1890. 

1. November 2oth, Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 

“ American Morals and Manners.” 

Discussion by 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Moncure D, Conway. 

2. December i8th, Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Americanism in Politics.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. St. Clair McKelway, Mr. Season Thompson. 

1891. 

3. January j5th, Col. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 

“Americanism in Literature; or the New World 

and the New Book.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Edward Eggleston, Mr. H. C. Bunner. 

4. February 17TH, Mr. SIMON STERNE. 

“ Modern Finance; its Evolution and its Vagaries.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Brisben Walker, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 
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Col. CHARLES H. JONES. 
“ The South and its Problems.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. George Cary Eggleston. 

6. April 14TH, Rev. HOWARD McQUEARY. 
“ The Religious Problem.” 

Discussion by 
Rabbi G. Gottheil, Mr. Raymond S. Perrin. 

Tenth Season.—1891-1892. 

1891. 

1. November 17TH, Mr. SJ. CLAIR McKELWAY. 

“ Journalism and the Right of Privacy.” 

Discussion by 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins, Professor Munroe Smith. 

2. December 15TH, Professor JOHN B. MOORE. 
“ Ethics of Mob Violence.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. R. Heber Newton, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 

1892. 

3. January I2TH, Mr. ELLIOTT F. SHEPARD, 
“ The American Sabbath.” 

Discussion by 
Rev. Dr. A. H. Lewis, Mr. Lewis G. Janes. 
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4. February i6th, . Mr. R. L. GARNER. 

“ Speech of the Lower Animals.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, Professor E. D. Perry. 

5. March 15TH, Mr. Walter Creme. 

“ Modern Life and the Development of the Artistic Sense.” 

Mr. W. a. Coffin, 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edward E. Simmons. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

Nineteenth Century Club, 

The members of this association, founded by Courtlandt 

Palmer in the City of New York, in the year 1883, and 

known as the Nineteenth Century Club, for the purpose 

of effecting a more complete organization in furtherance of 

its objects, adopt this 

constitution. 

Article I. Name. 

Sec. I. The name of this association shall be the Nine¬ 

teenth Century Club. 

Article II. Objects and Aims. 

Sec. I. The motto of the Nineteenth Century Club 

is: Prove all things ; hold fast that which is goodP It will 

not commit its individual members, nor as a society will it 
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stand committed to any special theories or measures in poli¬ 

tics, industry, science, art, philosophy or religion ; but on its 

own platform of universal liberty of expression, it will, in the 

discretion of its management, invite prominent thinkers and 

workers in all fields of human research and activity, to pre¬ 

sent their views to its audiences. On this platform of mental 

freedom, any person of either sex, radical or conservative, 

orthodox or heterodox, whose ability and character will war¬ 

rant, may be invited to speak before this club, in the hope 

and belief that by interchange and comparison of conflicting 

opinions, a basis of agreement on important questions may 

sometime be evolved. 

Article III. Officers. 

Sec. I. The officers of the club shall be a President, 

twenty-four Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, 

whose duties shall be those usually appertaining to like officers 

in clubs and associations and such as shall be specially as¬ 

signed by the laws and orders of the club. The President 

shall designate the Vice-President who shall fill his place in 

case of disability. 

Sec. 2. These officers shall be elected annually at the 

stated meeting held in May as hereinafter provided, by ballot, 

unless otherwise ordered, and shall hold office till their sue- 
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cessors are elected. In case of a vacancy in any office by 

death, resignation or otherwise, the Governing Committee 

hereinafter provided for, shall fill the same for the unexpired 

term ; and, in case upon notice of a meeting to fill such 

vacancy, no quorum of the Governing Committee shall 

assemble, or said Committee shall for any cause fail to act, 

the President may fill such vacancy by appointment for the 

unexpired term. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary and Treasurer shall report to the 

Governing Committee semi-annually before the stated meet¬ 

ings in May and November, and whenever the Governing 

Committee may request. ■ 

Article IV. Governing Committee. 

Sec. I. The officers named in the preceding article and 

the retiring President, for one year next succeeding his retire¬ 

ment, shall constitute the Governing Committee of the club 

for the determination of such matters as shall be assigned to 

it, by this constitution and by special direction of the club 

from time to time. 

Sec. 2. The Governing Committee may make such By- 

Laws for the club as it may deem necessary, not inconsistent 

with this constitution, and alter, amend or repeal the same; 



i8 

its action, however, to be subject to correction, reversal or 

annulment at any business meeting of the club when a quorum 

shall be present. It shall report to the club at the stated 

meetings held in May and November, and at any special meet¬ 

ing when notice has been given that such a report will be 

demanded. With its report shall be included the reports of 

all officers and committees made to it. 

Sec. 3. In case any matter shall arise requiring action in 

behalf of the club, respecting which there is no provision in 

the laws and orders of the club, the Governing Committee 

shall provisionally determine the same, its determination to 

be subject to the action of the club as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. Three ladies and four gentlemen shall be necessary 

to form a quorum of the Governing Committee. 

Sec. 5. The Governing Committee shall apportion to 

their different uses in futherance of the ends of the club all 

moneys which shall belong to the club, and expenditures 

actually made upon such apportionment shall not be questioned 

thereafter; but the Governing Committee shall at the stated 

meeting in November submit in as much detail as possible its 

estimates and apportionments and receive any direction of 

the club respecting the same. 
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Article V. Other Standing Committees. 

Sec. I. There shall be elected at the stated meeting in 

May, the following Standing Committees: 

A Committee on Membership to consist of ten, five ladies 

and five gentlemen. 

A Lecture Committee to consist of nine, of whom the 

President shall designate enough members to constitute, with 

himself, a majority. The number of ladies on this Com¬ 

mittee shall not be less than four. 

A House Committee to consist of seven, three ladies and 

four gentlemen. „ 

A Reception Committee to consist of those ladies who are 

Vice-Presidents. 

An Auditing Committee to consist of three gentlemen. 

Sec. 2. The Committee on Membership shall receive all 

applications for membership, investigate the same and elect 

to membership. A majority vote of the entire Committee 

shall be necessary for and shall secure an election. 

Sec. 3. The Lecture Committee shall determine the pro¬ 

gramme for the discussions at the general receptions of the 

club and shall secure the speakers therefor. The programme 

for the meetings as arranged must be approved by a majority 
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of ihe Committee, in niaking upwhicli majority there must be 

at least one lady; but when it shall be impracticable from 

lack of time to consult the other members of the Committee, 

the President shall have authority to vary such programme to 

meet any exigency. The President shall always constitute 

one of the gentlemen who are members of this Committee and 

be the Chairman of the Committee. In case a minority of 

the Committee objects to any speaker or topic agreed upon 

by a majority, an appeal may be taken by such minority to 

the Governing Committee who shall thereupon be called 

together and determine the question at issue by a majority 

vote, a quorum being present. The Lecture Committee shall 

report to the Governing Committee its general programme for 

the ensuing season before the stated November meeting. 

Sec. 4. The House Committee shall secure rooms for the 

meetings of the club, see that the same are properly prepared 

for that purpose, that proper attendance is secured, that 

refreshments are provided, if ordered, and have general control 

of the place of meeting. It shall report to the Governing 

Committee before the May and November stated meetings and 

whenever special reports are called for, and shall also report 

to the President from time to time whenever any depart¬ 

ure from the usual arrangements is contemplated. In case 



permanent rooms are secured for this club, this Committee 

shall have power to make House Rules subject to the approval 

of the Governing Committee. 

Sec. 5. The Reception Committee under such rules as it 

may adopt shall receive the members and guests of the club 

at the meeting. A majority of the Committee at any of the 

Committee’s meetings shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 6. The Auditing Committee shall examine and audit 

the Treasurer’s accounts and report the result to the Govern¬ 

ing Committee immediately prior to each report of the Treas¬ 

urer to that Committee. 

Sec. 7. All Committees may make rules for their own 

government, not inconsistent with the laws and orders of the 

club. 

Article VI. Nominating Committee. 

Sec. I. At each November stated meeting of the club, a 

Committee of three gentlemen and two ladies shall be 

appointed by the President (and their appointment announced 

and its ratification voted upon by the club), to present at the 

next May stated meeting a list of nominees for the offices and 

Standing Committees to be then filled. This list shall be 

delivered to the Secretary, who shall send the same to each 

member with the notice of such meeting. The presentation 
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of such a list, however, shall not preclude other nominations. 

No officer of the club shall be a member of such Nominating 

Committee. 

Article VII. Membership. 

Sec. I. The active membership of the club shall consist 

of two hundred ; but the club may at any time, by vote, 

increase its membership, notice of the proposed increase being 

given with the notice of the meeting at which the proposal is 

to be considered. In the active membership the number of 

ladies shall not exceed the number of gentlemen, or the con¬ 

verse, by more than ten per cent, of the whole membership. 

Sec. 2. Candidates for membership must be proposed and 

seconded by two members, in their own handwriting, by let¬ 

ters addressed to the Secretary, and no candidate for mem¬ 

bership shall be voted upon by the Membership Committee 

whose name has not been sent to the members of the club at 

least one month before such vote. Whenever a vacancy shall 

exist, it shall be filled by the Committee from those candidates 

whose names have thus been submitted. In counting the 

month’s notice as aforesaid the months of July and August 

shall be excluded. Whenever an election is made, it shall be 

reported to the Secretary, who shall announce it by notice to 

each member of the club, after acceptance of the same. 
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Sec. 3. The Governing Committee may at any time sus-’ 

pend a member for what it may deem good and sufficient 

cause, such suspension not however to continue longer than 

till the next stated meeting, when the club shall determine 

finally what further proceedings shall be taken in the case. 

But no member shall be expelled without notice that a motion 

to that effect will be brought forward at a specified meeting. 

If the Governing Committee recommend his expulsion, it 

shall so notify him, and if an individual member intends to 

make such a motion, .he shall inform the Secretary, who shall 

notify the member against whom it is directed, not later than 

rhe sending of the notice for that meeting. A two-thirds vote 

of those present shall be necessary for expulsion. 

Sec. 4. Any member who has at the time of the May 

stated meeting, failed to pay his dues for the season past, shall, 

ipso facto, be and remain suspended from membership until 

such dues are paid. And in case the default continues till the 

next November stated meeting, such person in default shall 

cease to be a member of the club. 

Sec. 5. Resignations from membership shall take effect 

on notice thereof sent to the Secretary and payment of all 

existing dues. 
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Sec. 6. The Governing Committee may at any time elect 

as an Honorary Member, any person not residing in the City 

of New York, or within ten miles thereof. Such Honorary 

Members shall be exempt from the payment of dues, and shall 

be entitled to attend all meetings of the club, but shall have 

no vote at any meeting, nor be eligible to any office. 

Article VIH. Meetings. 

Sec. I. There shall be two stated business meetings 

annually. One on some day in November before the 15th, to 

be designated by the President at least one week in advance; 

the other to be similarly designated and held in May after the 

15th. These meetings shall be for general business. 

Sec. 2. Special business meetings may be called at any 

time by the Governing Committee when, in its judgment, the 

interests of the club so require ; and it shall be the duty of 

the President to call a special meeting at any time when 

requested to do so by at least ten members. But at no special 

meeting shall any business be transacted save that specified in 

the notice calling the same. 

Sec. 3. At all business meetings thirty active members of 

the club shall constitute a quorum. In case of the failure of 

a quorum at any special meeting duly noticed, the Governing 

Committee may determine the matter, to consider which the 
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meeting was called. And, at all meetings of the club and 

its Committees, a majority vote shall determine all questions 

except as otherwise provided in this constitution. 

Sec. 4. Receptions and meetings for addresses and dis¬ 

cussions shall be held at such times as the Governing Com¬ 

mittee, or, in the absence of direction from them, at such 

times as the President shall appoint. There shall be at least 

eight General Receptions each winter season for the discussion 

of topics of general interest. The Governing Committee shall 

regulate the invitation and admission of guests, subject, how¬ 

ever, to the instructions of the club. No business shall be 

transacted at such meetings. 

Article IX. Dues. 

Sec. I. The annual dues for each year shall be fixed at 

the November stated meeting, after recommendation by the 

Governing Committee in its report. They shall be payable 

the first of December in each year. 

Article X. Order of Business. 

Sec. I. The following shall be the order of business at 

the November stated meeting: 

I. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 
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2. Reading of the report of the Governing Committee, 

including: 

1. Secretary’s Report. 

2. Treasurer’s Report. 

3. Lecture Committee’s Report. 

4. House Committee’s Report. 

5. Auditing Committee’s Report. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Conimittee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Appointing and Approval of a Nominating Committee. 

7. Adjournment. 

Sec. 2. The following shall be the order of business at 

the May stated meeting: 

1. Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting. 

2. Report of the Governing Committee including the 

Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Auditing Committee and 

House Committee. 

3. Consideration of matters mentioned in Governing 

Committee’s Report. 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 
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5- Report of Membership Committee. 

6. Report of Nominating Committee, Election of Officers 

and Committees. 

7. Adjournment. 

Article XL Amendments. 

Sec. I. This constitution may be amended by a two- 

thirds vote of those present at-any business meeting of the 

club, but notice of the proposed amendment must first have 

been sent to each member, with notice of the meeting at 

which it is to be acted upon. 



The Nineteenth Century Club 

Lectures and Discussions. 

First Season.—1883. 

r. January 9x11, - - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER. 

“ The Nineteenth Century Club—Its Scope and Object.” 

2. January 23D, - - Mrs. JULIA WARD HOWE. 

“ Reminiscences of Emerson and Longfellow.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn, Dr. L. Baralt, 

Col. Frederick A. Conkling, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

3. February 7th, - - - Mr. HENRY GEORGE. 

“ Ireland and the Land Question.” 

Discussion by 
Mr. Chas. Moran, Mr. Bronson Murray, 

Mr. Louis F. Post, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 

4. February 20th, - - Rev. Dr. J. H. RYLANCE. 

“ Free Thought.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. P. Newman, Prof. Felix Adler, 

Mr. Dwight PL Olmstead, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn. 
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5. March 6th, - - Prof. WILLIAM G. SUMNER. 

“ Sociology. ” 

Discussion by 

Prof. H. H. Boyesen, Prof. Isaac L. Rice, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. March 2oth, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 
“ The Novel. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Brandkr Matthev^s, Mr. W. H. Bishop, 

Rev, Ur. Charles H. Eaton, Dr. L. Baralt. 

7. April 30, - - - - Mr. JAMES PARTON. 
“ The Coming Man’s Religion.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Mr. Sampson, Rev. Mr. Mallory, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

8. April 17, - - Dr. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 
“ Emerson. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Parke Godwin, Hon. John Bigelow, 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

Second Season.—1883-84. 
1883. 

I. December 5th, - - - Mr. GEO. W. CABLE. 
“ The Ideal Life of the Modern Fictionist. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. J. Herbert Morse, Dr. L. Baralt 

Rev. John W. Chadwick. 
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2. December i8th, - - Rev. Dr. J. P. NEWMAN. 

“ Buddhism.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn, Dr. W. A. Hammond. 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Col. F. A. Conkling. 

• 1884. 

3. January 8th, - - Hon. GEORGE C. BARRETT. 

“ The American Drama.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. 11. Boyesen, Rev. J. B. Wasson, 

Mr. a. R. Cazauran, Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. 

4. January 22D, - - Dr. CHARLES WALDSTEIN. 

“ The Position of Temperament in Artistic Creativeness.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith, Mr. F. Korbay, 

Mr. Louis Von Eltz, Mr. W. J. Stillman. 

5. February 5th, . . . . Monsignor CAPEL. 

“ The Catholic Church.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Pullman, Rabbi G. Gottheil, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

6. February 2oth - - - Mr. PARKE GODWIN. 
“ The Object and Limits of Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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7. March 4TH, - - - Dr. WM. A. HAMMOND. 

“ The Use and Abuse of the Brain.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Wm. M. Ivins, Dr. E. C. Spitzka, 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mrs. D. G. Croly. 

8. March 9TH, - - Dr. LEOPOLD DAMROSCH. 
“ Music in America.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. H. E, Krebiehl, Prof. I. L. Rice. 

9. April ist, - - - Mr. T. B. WAKEMAN. 
Goethe’s Faust.” 

Discussion by 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Prof^ Werner. 
• 

10. April 15TH, - . . . Hon. NOAH DAVIS. 

“ Marriage and Divorce.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. D. G. Thompson, Mr. F. R. Coudert. 

11. April 29TH, - Mrs. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON. 
“ Influence of Christianity on Women.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Anna Oliver, Rev. Phebe H. Hannaford, 

Mrs. Courtlandt Palmer. 

12. May 13TH, ... Mr. JOHN SWINTON. 

“ Social Contrasts.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, Mr. F. B. Thurber. 



Third Season.—1884-1885. 

1884. 

1. November iith, - Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Spirit of Republicanism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. F. R. Coudert, Mr. H. E. Deming, 

Mr. Courtlandt Palmer. 

2. December 2D, - - - Hon. T. W. HIGGINSON. 

“ Aristocracy of the Dollar.” 

Discussion by 

Mr Andrew Carnegie, Rev. William Lloyd. 

Mr. John .Swinton. 

3. December 22D, - - Mr. JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 

“ English and American Society.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Hon. Geo. C. Barrett, 

Mr, Felix Moscpieles. 

1885. 

4. January 13TH, - - Hon. ABRAM WAKEMAN. 

“ The Solid South.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. a. S. Sullivan. 

5. February 3D, - Mr. GEORGE EDGAR MONTGOMERY. 

“ Poetry and Science.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. P’elix Adler, Mr. T. B, Wakeman. 
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6. February 24TH, - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
“ In a University the Student must Choose his Studies 

AND Govern Himself.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. James McCosh. 

7. March 17TH, - - Rev Dr. J. D. BEUGLESS. 
“ Cremation.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. N. Maynard, Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 

8. April 7th, - Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF TPIOMPSON. 
“Moral Evil; Its Causes and Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Theo. C. Williams, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

H 

Fourth Season.—1885-1886. 

1885. 

1. November 17TH, - - Mr. FRANCIS B. THURBER. 
“ Our Country.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. S. T. Shevitch, Mr. Frederic R. Coudert, 

Hon. Theodore Roosevelt. 

2. December qth, - - - Rev. H. R. HAWEIS. 
“ Wagner. ” 

Discussion by 

Col. J. H. Mapleson. 
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3. December 29TH, - - Prof. THOMAS DAVIDSON. 

“ The Missing Social Link. ” 

Discussion by 

Hon. E. P. Wheeler, Mr. Henry George, 

Dr. W. a. Hammond. 

1886. 

4. January 19TH, - - Rev. WILLIAM LLOYD. 

“ The Failure of Agnosticism.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Felix Adler, Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

5. February 3D, - - President CHARLES W. ELIOT. 

“ The Place Religion should have in a College.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Jas. McCosh. 

6. March 3D, .... Prof. JOPIN' FISKE. 

“ The Destiny of Man in Relation to the Idea of God.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. C. M. Depew, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

7. March 23D, . - - Gen. HORACE PORTER. 
“ Comparative Usefulness of Man and Woman.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Kate Field, Mrs. Dr. M. Putnam Jacobi, 

Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 
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8. April 13TH, - - Rev. CHARLES H. EATON. 
“ The Press.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Foord, Mr. Starr H. Nichols, 

Mr. Franklin Ford. 

9. May 4TH, - - - Mr. F. HOPKINSON SMITH. 
“ Realism and Impressionism in Art.” ' 

Disctission by 

Mr. J. W. Alexander, Mr. Clarence Cook, 

Mr. W. a. Coffin. 

10. May 25TH, - • - Rev. Dr. NOAH PORTER. 
“ Evolution.” 

Disctission by 

Prof. H. Newell Martin, Prof. Edward S. Morse. 

Fifth Season.—1886-1887. 

1886. 

1. November 4TH, - - Mr. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Municipal Government.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. Carter H. Harrison, Hon. Andrew D. White. 

2. December i8th, - Mr. JUSTIN MCCARTHY, M. P. 
“ The English Parliament.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Simon Sterne, Prof. Woodrow Wilson. 
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iSS;. 

3. January 4TH, - - Prof, H. H, BOYESEN. 

“ George Eliot.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Julian Hawthorne, Mrs. Charles Adams Coombs. 

4. January 25TH, - - Dr. WILLIAM A. HAMMOND. 
“ Brain Forcing in the Education of Children.” 

Discussion by 

Miss Mary E. Tate, i President Thomas Hunter. 

5. February 15TH, - - Hon. EDWARD ATKINSON. 

“ Progress from Poverty,” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Edmund J. James. 

6. March 8th, - - - Rabbi G. GOTTHEIL. 
“Woman’s Rights and Woman’s Wrongs.” 

Discussion by 

Mrs, Julia Ward Howe, Hon. Elihu Root. 

7. March 29TH, - - - MOHINI M. CHATTERJI. 
“ Indian Theosophy : Its Relations to Western Civilization.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick W. FIinrichs, Mr. William Q, Judge. 

8. April 20th, - Hon. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 
“ The Position of Literature in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. George Parsons Lathrop, Mr, Brander Matthews. 
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9. May ioth, - - - Hon. GEORGE HOADLY. 
“ The Bible in Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn, Rev. Dr. W. S. Rainsford. 

Sixth Season.—1887-1888. 

i887- 

I. November i8th, - Mr. COURTLANDT PALMER. 
“ The Future of the Nineteenth Century Club.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

Mr. J. B. Townsend. 

^ 2. December 8th, - - ^Mr. ANDREW CARNEGIE. 
“ Triumphant Democracy.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Lawrence Gronlund. 

3. December 20th, - Mr. GEORGE HAVEN PUTNAM. 
“ The Idea of Property in Literature.” 

Disczisiion by 

Mr. Charlton T. Lewis, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

1888. 

4. January 19TH, - - Mr. BRANDER MATTHEWS. 
“ The Dramatic Outlook In America.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. E. a. Dithmar, Prof. H. H. Boyesen, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 
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4, 

5- February 7th, - - - Mr. ERNEST RHYS. 
“ The New Poetry.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edgar Fawcett, Rev. William Lloyd, 

Miss M. P. Brace. 

6. February 23D, - Rev. THEODORE C. WILLIAMS. 
“ Sectarianism.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance, Rev. William Lloyd. 

Rev. R. J. Burtsell, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 

7. March 27TH, - - - Miss LYDIA BELL. 

“ The Mind Cure.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Louis Fiske Brysen, Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, 

Mr. W. a. Purrington. 

8. April ioth, - - Mr. THOMAS G. SHEARMAN. 
“ Free Trade and Protection.” 

Discussion by 

Mrs. Ashton Dilke, Mr. T. B. Wakeman. 

9. April 24TH, - - - Mr. HORACE E. DEMING. 

“ The Non-Representative Character of our Legislatures.” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George H. Forster, Hon. David Dudley Field. 

10. May 8th, - - Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
“ The Limits of Toleration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Frederick R. Coudert, Hon. Stewart L. Woodford. 
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Seventh Season.—1888-1889. 

1888. 

1. November 2ist, 

“ The Nineteenth Century Club : Its Founder and its Future.” 

Addresses by the President, and by 

Mrs. John Sherwood, Mr. Moncure D. Conway, 

La Marquise Lanza, Rev, William Lloyd, 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman, Rev. Dr. Charles H. Eaton. 

Alemorial verses by Mr. Edgar Fawcett. 

2. December I2TH, - - Dr. DANIEL G. BRINTON. 
“ The Aims and Traits of a World Language.” 

Discussion by 

Prof. Charles E. Sprague, Prof. Alexander Melville Bell. 

1889. 

3. January 9TH, Mr. WILLIAM M. IVINS. 
“ Our Ruler ; The Politician.” 

Discussion by 

Hon, George Hoadly, Hon. Alfred R. Conkling. 

4. January 30TH, Miss ANNA C. BRACKETT. 
“ Our Common Schools, and Schools.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Edward H. Boyer, Mr. George Cary Eggleston. 

5. February 20th, Prof. RICHMOND M. SMITH. 

“ The Necessity of Restricting Immigration.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Van Buren Denslow, Hon. Charles N. Taintor. 



Mr. B. F. underwood. 
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6. March 27TH, 

“ The Relation of Ethics and Religion.” 

Discussion by 

Rev. a. J. Canfield, D.D. Rev. Richard D. Harlan. 

7. April 5th, M. CONSTANT COQUELIN. 

“ Moliere et Shakspere.” 

■ Discussion by 

Gen. Horace Porter, Mr. Frederic R. Coudert. 

8. May 8th, Mr. MONCURE D. CONWAY. 

“ Presidency in a Republic.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Simon Sterne, Prof. Johnson T. Platt. 

Eighth Season.—1889-1890. 

1889. 

1. November 22d, Rev. HENRY VAN DYKE, D.D., 
“ The Pulpit and Politics.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. R. R. Bowker, Rev. Amory H. Bradford, D.D., 
Hon. John A. Taylor. 

2. December 13TH, Mr. BRONSON HOWARD. 
“ The Construction of a Play.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Dion Boucicault, Mr. Brander Matthews. 
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1890- 
3- January ioth, Prof. H. H. BOYESEN. 

“ Russian Novelists and Nihilists. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Hamilton W. Mabie, Prof, Francis H. Stoddard. 

4. January 31ST, Prof. GOLDWIN SMITH. 
“ Canada, Great Britain and the United States. ” 

Discussion by 

Hon. George L. Rives, Hon. Erastus Wiman, 

5. February 2ISt, Mr. THOMAS NELSON PAGE. 

“ The South as a Field for Authorship, and the New 

Southern Literature. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. Richard Watson Gilder, Mrs. Maud Howe Elliot. 

6. March i8th, Dr. AMELIA B. EDWARDS. 
“ Romantic Fiction of the Ancient Egyptians, ” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, Prof, T. F. Crane, 

7. April 8th, Hon. SETH LOW. 
“ Charity and its Application. ” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Mary Putnam Jacobi, Mr. FIenry Powers, 

Mr. Robert W. Deforest. 

8. April 25TH, Hon. OSCAR S. STRAUS. 
“ The Eastern Question. ” 

Discussion by 

Demetrius N. Botassi, Mr. J. Augustus Johnson. 
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Ninth Season.—1890-1891. 

1890. 

1. November 2oth, Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF THOMPSON. 

“ American Morals and Manners.” 

Discussion by 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins, Mr. Moncure D. Conway. 

2. December i8th, Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

“ Americanism in Politics.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. St. Clair McKelway, Mr, Slason Thompson. 

1891. 

3. January 15TH, Col. THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 

“Americanism in Literature; or the New World 

AND THE New Book.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Edward Eggleston, Mr. H. C. Bunner. 

4. February 17TH, Mr. SIMON STERNE. 

“ Modern Finance; its Evolution and its Vagaries.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. John Brisben Walker, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 



5- March 17TH, 
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Col. CHARLES H. JONES. 

“ The South and its Problems. ” 

Discussion by 

Mr. George Cary Eggleston. 

6. April 14TH, Rev. HOWARD McQUEARY. 

“ The Religious Problem. ” 

Discussion by 

Rabbi G. Gottheil, Mr. Raymond S. Perrin. 

Tenth Season.—1891-1892. 

1891. X 

1. November 17TH, Mr. ST. CLAIR McKELWAY. 
“ Journalism and the Right of Privacy. ” 

Discussion by 

Col. Rush C. Hawkins, Professor Munroe Smith. 

2. December 15TH, Professor JOHN B. MOORE. 
“ Ethics of Mob Violence. ” 

Discussion by 

Rev. R. Heber Newton, Mr. Starr H. Nichols. 

1892. 

3. January i2th, Mr. ELLIOTT F. SHEPARD. 
“ The American Sabbath. ” 

Discussion by 

Rev. Dr A. H. Lewis, Mr. Lewis G. Janes. 
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4- February i6th, Mr. R. L. GARNER. 

“ Speech of the Lower Animals.” 

Discussion by 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, Professor E. D. Perry. 

5. March 15TH, Mr. Walter Creme. 

“ Modern Life and the Development of the Artistic Sense.” 

Discussion by 

Mr. W. a. Coffin, Mr. Edward E. Simmons. 

Eleventh Season.—1892-1893. 

1892. 

1. November 15TH, 

“ Presidential Campaigns as an Educational Influence.” 

Hon. William L. Wilson, Prof. Jamies Schouler. 

2. December 13TH, 

“ The Significance of New England's Transformation.” 

Pres. William DeWitt Hyde, Hon. Edward Atkinson. 

1893. 

3. January I2th, 

“ The Future of the Colored Race in the South.” 

Rev. Joseph C. Price. 

4. February i6th, 

“ The Higher Education for Women.” 

Miss Mary A. Jordan, Miss Jane Addams, 

>Mrs. Ellen H. Richards. 

5. March 14TH, 

“ The Russian Empire ; a Menace to Civilization.” 

Col. John B. Weber, Miss Isabel F. Hapgood. 
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6. April i8th, 

“ Compulsory Arbitration as a Remedy for Labor Disputes 

Between Large Employers of Labor and their 

Employees.” 

Mon. Carroll D. Wright, Rev. H. L. Wayland. 

Twelfth Season.-—1893 - 1S94. 

1893. 

1. November 14TH, 

“ Proportional Representation as a Remedy for Present 

Political liviLS.” 

Hon. William J. Gaynor, Hon. William Dudley Foulke. 

2. December 13TH, 

Are THE Immense Aggregations of Capital which Char¬ 

acterize Modern Industry Dangerous to 

Public Interests ? ” 

Mr, S. C. T. Dodd, Prof. Arthur Hadley, 

1894. 

3. January i6th, 

“ Conditions of Labor- in America in the 'Pimes of the 

Colonies and Now,” 

Mr. Edward Atkinson, Dr. Edward Eggleston. 

4. February 13TH, 

“ How Should the Moral and Religious Education of the 

Child be Provided for Under our American System ? ” 

Dr. Lyman Abbott, Rev. Thomas McMillan. 

5. March 13TH, 

“ The Realistic and Romantic Schools in Literature.” 

Mr. Hamlin Garland, Mr. George W. Cable, 

Mr. Hamilton W. Mabie. 

6. April 17TH, 

“The Message of Asia to America.” 

Kinza Riuge Minamoto no Yoshimasa Hirai, Mohammed 

Alexander Russell Webb, Rev, Minot J. Savage. 
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